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EN1001 Berry 
Comp and Popular culture 
Important Info: Office 
Coleman 3158 
Hours 10:00 - 11 :00 
2:00 - 3:30 Trh 
Extension 6309 
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Course Description 
In this ·course, we will be exploring American popular culture as a basis for writing assignments. You will be asked 
to examine ideas, images and situations which you probably have taken for granted most of your life. You will 
search for meaning in familiar forms and habits. Critical and well reasoned analysis will be the basis for your 
essays. In order to succeed, you will need to have an open mind, curiosity. a desire to think and an ability to live 
with ambiguity. 
You will have to write on a daily basis, participate in and occasionally lead class discussions, locate, read and report 
on articles about assigned topics, share information and work collaboratively. 
Each student will be responsible for helping create the text material of the course. 
Course Policies 
If you are absent you will not only be missed, but your final grade for the course will suffer, or more accurately, you 
will suffer when you receive the grade. Certainly it is possible to succeed with less than perfect attendance if your 
overall marks on writing assignments are high. However, more than three absences is almost always enough to pull 
down your grade. 
You will be allowed to do make up work for a maximum of two individual assignments. Group work or 
collaborative reports cannot be made up. 
A deadline is a deadline is a deadline. Miss your deadline by a day and lose 10% of the possible points for the 
assignment. Deduct an additional 2% for each subsequent day your work is late. Assignments should be handed in 
at the beginning of class. If you drop them off in my mailbox or leave them under my door, I will mark them late. 
Student athletes must provide me at the beginning of the semester with a list of dates you will miss class for sports 
events. If you will be absent because of participating in a school fielu trip, you should provide a note of explanation 
from the sponsoring teacher. In most cases, assignments due on dates you will be absent due to an EIU function 
should be turned in early. 
Grade Determination: 
Writing assignments will be worth various point amounts depended on the complexity of the assignment. Points for 
writing assignments and discussion will be added and your grade determined based on the following scale. 
90% of possible points = A 79-700/o = C 
89-80% = B Less than 70% =NC 
Consideration will be given to both content and mechanics in grading written assignments. 
You will be assessed by 
- how well you answer the question or stick to the topic given 
- the perceptiveness of your analysis/discussion 
- clarity of expression 
- effectiveness of organization and transitions 
-correct word usage, grammar, sentence structure and spelling 
Research papers will be judged by the same criteria as well as 
-how well the ideas of others are integrated with your own 
-the care with which sources are acknowledged 
-correct use of MLA style in citing sources and preparing your manuscript 
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Policy on Plagiarism 
Random House Dictionary of the English Language defines plagiarism as "the appropriation or imitation of the 
language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and representation of them as one's own original work" 
Plagiarism is cheating. If evidence of plagiarism is discovered in your work, you will receive an F for the 
assignment. In cases of blatant and intentional plagiarism, you will receive an F for the course. Plagiarism cases 
will be ~ported to the appropriate administrative offices, and will become a part of your academic record at EIU. 
Disabilities 
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact the Office of 
Disability Services at 581-6583 as soon as possible. 
General Schedule 
Week One Introduction to Course/Diagnostic Writing 
Week Two ProcessofEnculturation 
Journal writing on daily behavior 
Short Essay on what high school teaches 
Group analysis of how we are assimilated 
Weeks Television Influences: I Love Lucy to Everybody Loves Raymond 
Three-Five Comparative analysis of cultural norms over time 
Analysis of the meaning of reality 
Journal writing on t.v. viewing habits 
Group analysis of the eerie blue glow 
Group presentations on popular shows 
Major essay with research component 
Weeks Advertising 
Six-Ten Journal Writing on the onslaught 
Group analysis of how pervasive/invasive it has become 
Classification of appeals/conflict with traditional values 
Major essay with research component 
Weeks Artifacts and Icons 
Eleven- The social model archeologists might reconstruct 
Fifteen Final Project 
All essays should be saved on disc. During the course of the semester, we will be discussing the EWP and your 
responsibilities in relationship to the program. 
